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Tireless in His Service
Rasmus Andersen, Pastor and Author
1878-1924
by Thorvald Hansen
Of the four founders of the Danish Lutheran Church in America in
1872, the one concerning whom the most information exists is Rasmus
Andersen. Yet it has been my observation that comparatively little is
known about him. A reason for this is that, to my knowledge, no comprehensive biography exists, and there is almost nothing available in
the English language. Most of the material that does exist is to be
found in the Danes World Wide Archives ("Udvandrerarkivet") in
Aalborg, Denmark. According to Birgit Flemming Larsen, who oversees that archive, the Andersen collection is the largest at the Aalborg
archive. It consists of 104 archival boxes, filled with books, letters,
diaries, memoirs, ministerial records, copies of letters sent, unpublished manuscripts and much more. The Danes World Wide Archives
constitutes a treasure trove for the researcher who is interested in
Rasmus Andersen.
Andersen was a pioneer in more than one sense of the word. He
was a pioneer pastor, he was a pioneer in giving aid to the Danish
immigrant, and he was a pioneer in bringing spiritual aid and comfort to the Danish seamen. This, in addition to his being one of the
founders of the Danish Lutheran Church in America, makes his story
worthy of interest to successive generations.
Andersen was a prolific writer and a tireless worker. He was a
pastor and, in addition to serving his own congregation, he served
many years as the seamen's pastor in New York City. He faithfully
met immigrant ships as they came into the New York harbor and provided help and guidance for the immigrants who were generally going farther west. He kept detailed diaries and, in the days before the
copying machine, he made longhand copies of many of the letters he
wrote. As if this were not enough, he published some thirteen books,
two of which were works of fiction. Copies of most of these books
may be found in the archives at Grand View College.
In writing this account of his life and work, I have had to rely
mainly on these books and such other material as may be found in
this country. In addition, through the courtesy of Birgit Flemming
Larsen, I have received a copy of an unpublished manuscript written
by Andersen called Nogle Erindringer af en Gammel Dansk-Amerikansk
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PrcEst("Some Memories of an Old
Danish-American Pastor"). Therefore, though by no means a complete story of this pioneer pastor,
this account does represent a more
comprehensive account than is
presently available in the English
language.
Andersen
was born
in
Vedelshave, Asperup Parish, on the
island of Funen, 23 July 1848. There
was a brother, sister, and an
adopted brother in the family also.
His father's name was Anders
Rasmussen Fredenslund.
Rasmus Andersen in 1890
In the sources available to me,
Andersen writes almost nothing about his childhood. We do know
that he was baptized and confirmed by the same pastor in Asperup
parish. We know also that quite early in life he decided that he wanted
to be a missionary, though his thought turned to teaching rather than
preaching. The Mohammedans in India were the objects of his youthful attention. His parents operated a very small farm, and it was difficult for the children of such to advance. He sought to go with a friend
to a mission school in Copenhagen, but he was too young. Instead,
his pastor loaned him books and made arrangements for him to assist
in the parish school. Here he helped in many ways and studied under
the direction of the school teacher. As he grew older, he was tom between working with the Mohammedans in India and the Danes who
had gone abroad. An article in the Inner Mission paper (Indre Missions Tidende) by one who used the pseudonym, "Monitor," determined the matter for him. "Monitor" was N. M. HansenJ who later
came to New Denmark, in Canada's province of New Brunswick, to
be a Lutheran pastor. Unordained at the time he came, he was granted
ordination by the Episcopalians and became a pastor in that body.
"Monitor" had written of the great need for pastors and teachers
among the immigrants who had come to America. When Andersen
read this, the die was cast for him. He would seek to go to America as
a teacher.
The need for pastors and teachers among the Danish immigrants
in America was becoming an increasing concern in Denmark. Officially, the Church took no action, but individuals within the Church
did. In 1869, at a meeting of the Church Society for the Diocese of
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Funen, a Commission for the Furtherance of the Gospel among the
Danes in North America ("Udvalget for at Fremme Evangeliets
Forkyndelse blandt de Danske i Nordamerika") was established. That
meeting was held at Ryslinge Folk School, on Funen, some twelve
miles from the city of Odense. Ryslinge was thought of at that time as
a school where teachers and preachers might be prepared for mission
work. Meanwhile, Andersen, with the aid of an older pastor, had come
to Ryslinge that year. He was, therefore, the first mission student, having been there even before the Commission was established .
Two years later, in 1871, the Commission sought to send a party
to America to investigate the need for the services of the church . By a
fortuitous set of circumstances, the leadership of the group fell to A.
C. L. Grove-Rasmussen. Traveling with him were Andersen and A. S.
Nielsen. They arrived in New York on 13 June and, after three days
there, headed for Chicago, arriving in that city on the eighteenth .
Andersen was ill when they arrived, and by the next morning, his
condition had worsened and a physician was summoned. At first, it
was thought he had pneumonia, and he was treated for that, but his
illness was later diagnosed as smallpox, and he was placed in a hospital in isolation. Meanwhile, Grove-Rasmussen left to travel westward and A. S. Nielsen traveled to Iowa, finally coming to Cedar Falls,
where he eventually became pastor of a congregation organized there.
Grove-Rasmussen traveled as far west as Grand Island, Nebraska.
Before he returned to Denmark, where he made his report, he established contact with Andersen. The latter was still confined to a Chicago hospital, but by the time Grove-Rasmussen returned he was able
to be outdoors, but inside a picket fence. Grove-Rasmussen and
Andersen talked, with the fence separating them.
Grove-Rasmussen reported there was no teaching position available for Andersen. The latter then asked if Grove-Rasmussen would
try to persuade the Commission to give him some support while he
attended Augsburg Seminary, operated by the Norwegian-Danish
Conference at Marshall, in Dane County, Wisconsin. Grove-Rasmussen
did not favor this, but he promised to see what could be done.
Andersen was released from the hospital on 26 July, after which he
spent some time in Chicago and with Pastor Muller-Eggen of the
Norwegian-Danish Conference in Wisconsin. Pastor C. L. Clausen of
the Conference was contacted, and through his help, Andersen was
given some aid to attend the seminary.
While Andersen was at the Augsburg Seminary, he received a
letter from Grove-Rasmussen. The latter was unhappy because
Andersen was a student in theology at Augsburg, a school that, "with
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the whole of its Synod sets the Bible as 'the only source for faith and
teaching.' The Norwegians can be excused for this because perhaps
they know no better, but not you [Andersen] who has lived in the
Danish Church life." 1
During the Christmas vacation at the seminary, Andersen was
sent to Waupaca, Wisconsin, to preach. This he did, with the result
that he was called to be the pastor there when his work at the seminary was finished. He contacted the Commission, and they advised
him to accept the call and let A. S. Nielsen ordain him the next summer. Because he was not a member of the Conference and was considered a Grundtvigian, Andersen could receive neither evidence of
passing an examination from the seminary nor ordination by the Norwegian-Danish Conference. He was therefore ordained by Nielsen at
Waupaca on 26 June 1872.
The ordination of Andersen was the first occasion on which all
four pastors of what was to become the Danish Evangelical Lutheran
Church in America had met. Adam Dan of Racine, Niels Thomsen of
Indianapolis, and A. S. Nielsen of Cedar Falls, in addition to Andersen,
were present. It seems highly likely that the possibility of working
together, and perhaps even forming a church body, was discussed at
that time. Nevertheless, no specific action was taken. It was not until
some three months later, in September of 1872, that the Church Mission Society ("Kirkelig Missionsforening") was established. That took
place when Andersen and Dan met at Neenah, Wisconsin, to draw up
a constitution for Andersen's annex congregation at Neenah. There is
some confusion as to the specifics of when and where the meeting
took place, but we do know that Dan and Andersen, as well as some
laymen, were present. We know also that they discussed the formation of a mission society and the publishing of a paper. We know further that it was here at Neenah that the Society was declared established. Neither Thomsen nor Nielsen were present on that occasion,
but Thomsen endorsed the move and later Nielsen did the same.
At Waupaca
Andersen began his work in Waupaca, and at his annex in Neenah,
that summer. He also had several preaching places that he visited
regularly . His first years in this parish saw the building of churches at
Waupaca and at Neenah and the construction of a parsonage at
Waupaca. He gave the latter the name "Fredenslund ." This had been
a part of his father's name, but he had declined the suggestion that he
add it to his own name.
When Andersen came to Waupaca, he was twenty-four years old
and unmarried. He was married two years later in Chicago to Dorthea
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Elisabeth Thomsen. The ceremony was performed by J. A. Heiberg,
who was then the pastor of Trinity Church in Chicago. Andersen wore
his pulpit robe for the ceremony. Present were two men who had come
on the same ship as Andersen's bride, Jens Pedersen and 0. L.
Kirkeberg, who would shortly become pastors in the Danish Church .
Jens Pedersen was to go to West Denmark, Wisconsin, and Olav
Kirkeberg to Indianapolis, Indiana. They had been sent out by the
Commission in Denmark, which had also given assistance to
Andersen's bride .
Andersen and his bride had vaguely known each other before he
came to America. She had been born in Assens on Funen and had
later moved with her family to Odense. She was known to her family
and friends as "Thea." For a time, she had been enrolled in the deaconess institute in Copenhagen for the study of nursing. Here she
was known as "Sister Elisabeth," and Andersen always referred to
her as Elisabeth. After a short time, she left the institute with several
others. Later, she spoke of this as having been a rash action in which
she had been adversely influenced by her colleagues. Later, on a visit
home, she and her father fell to wondering about Andersen, and she
decided to write to him. Andersen took her letter as an indication
from God that he should ask her to become his wife. He wrote to her
father and suggested that, if he found the idea acceptable, he should
pass the letter along to his daughter. Within a rather short time, the
matter was settled by her agreeing to come to America and become
Andersen's wife . Both she and her father were pietistically inclined,
as indeed was Andersen.
The newly married couple moved into the parsonage at Waupaca
and were well received by the congregation there and by the other
congregations and preaching places served by Andersen. They made
many journeys by wagon, or by sled in winter. They enjoyed these
trips and the visiting in the homes where there was preaching, communion, and much singing. Andersen's wife had a fine singing voice,
and this was much appreciated, not only in their home congregation,
Waupaca, but wherever they came together with like-minded people.
On 15 September 1877, the Andersens had their first child. It was
a difficult birth, and the child, a girl, was given the name Maren Amalia
Axeline Dagmar Andersen. She died the next day. Always anxious
that a child not die unbaptized, when the little girl was born, Andersen
had quickly donned his robe, and within a half hour after the birth
the child had been baptized. On Sunday afternoon, after a service at
the church, with a hymn and a talk at the graveside, the child was
buried in the church cemetery.
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Despite the many acts of kindness visited upon them, Andersen
began to think it was time for them to move. Things were beginning
to change at Waupaca. The Methodists, the Baptists, the Adventists,
and others were attracted to Waupaca. Not only so, bu t the differences between the Inner Mission and the Grundtvigian factions in
Denmark began to make themselves felt. Indeed, shortly after
Andersen had resigned, the congregation was split, and the new group
called a pastor from the Norwegian-Danish Conference. Meanwhile,
Pastor A. L. J. Seholm, at Perth Amboy, New Jersey was called to
Waupaca, and he accepted . Andersen, who had resigned without another call, was then called to the vacant pastorate in New Jersey.
Seholm had initiated the work in the East and, besides his congregations at Perth Amboy and Oxford in New Jersey, he had been active in
serving and organizing congregations in New York and New England.
Seholm's mission in the East was a one-man affair . It remained such
for the very first years of Andersen's work there. He was also active
working with immigrants at Castle Garden.
It was this latter that especially appealed to Andersen. He writes,
"The seamen's and the immigrant mission had always attracted me,
and I longed for the ocean ." 2 On 19 May 1878, Andersen preached his
farewell sermon at Waupaca, and on Tuesday, the twenty-first, he and
his wife left on a night train for their new home in New Jersey.
From New Jersey to New York
Rasmus Andersen held his first service at Perth Amboy on Pentecost day, 9 June 1878. Here he was to live. That evening, he held a
similar service at Plainfield, New Jersey. During the next week, he
met and visited in the home of Jacob A. Riis, the New York Herald
Tribunereporter, who had already made a name for himself as a friend
of the homeless and the children of the city. Riis became a friend to
Andersen until the death of Riis in 1914.
As the only pastor of the Danish Church in the East, Andersen
traveled a great deal. He tried to visit congregations at least once a
month. In New York State, he made visits to Penn Yan, in Yates County,
and Lansingburgh (Troy), some 150 miles up the Hudson River from
New York City. In Connecticut, he visited Hartford, and on occasion
he traveled to Portland, Maine. In New Jersey, there were other places
that demanded his attention, as well as Perth Amboy. One of those
places was Oxford, in Warren County, not too far from the Delaware
River and the Pennsylvania border.
Oxford had often been visited by his predecessor, S0holm . There
the congregation met in a little church formerly owned by the Meth66

odists. The Danes now shared the church with the Episcopalians.
Andersen tells of an interesting experience he had at Oxford. One
Sunday, as he came there, he was informed that a couple from Denmark were expected to arrive at Castle Garden that week, and he was
asked to aid and direct them to Oxford. This he did, and when next
he came, he was asked by the man to officiate at the couple's wedding. This he was also happy to do. However, when next he came, a
month later, he was told that someone in the congregation had received a letter from Denmark, saying that the man was already married and had a wife and children in Denmark. The couple had been
living together in Denmark, but when they came to the United States
they had decided to marry.
Andersen and another planned to go to the home of the couple
after the service and confront them with this information. However,
the couple were in the church, so the man was confronted there. He
was asked twice if the information that he had a wife in Denmark
was correct. To each of Andersen's questions there was no reply.
Andersen then addressed the man saying, "Since there is no reply
and only silence, I assume the charges are correct. I, therefore, by virtue of the authority of my office, declare you to be a heathen, barred
from the Lord's congregation and His table, but with the hope that
there may be conversion and repentance, the life of sin discontinued,
and you will seek the Lord's mercy. But until that happens, you are
barred from the Lord's table." 3 The man rose and left the church. When
Andersen, later that day, sought him, he could not locate him. When
next he came, he heard that the man had left for the west. Under the
circumstances, he apparently could not be arrested for bigamy.
An unusual custom, and one that would be strange to modern
readers, was followed by Seholm and his successor, Andersen, at
Oxford. There is no evidence that it was much used elsewhere, but it
was used many times at the Oxford congregation. It followed an old
practice that was no longer required, but which the women concerned
could request. Obviously, the latter was the case at Oxford. It was the
practice of introducing, or presenting in the church a woman who
recently had given birth ("indledning af kirkegangskoner"). A Danish church law of 1685 required that married women should remain
at home for five or six weeks after they had given birth. Then, after
registering with the district school teacher, they were to meet at the
church the next day, accompanied by a couple of other women. They
were to stand just outside the church door while a hymn was being
sung. The pastor addressed them with a short talk, followed by a brief
ritual. According to the ritual used by Andersen, he would then ad67

dress the woman saying, "Enter into God's house and give thanks
and praise to God that he has treated you well. May he continue to
strengthen you in soul and body, and may this church entry by you
now and forever be blessed in his sight. Peace be with you. Amen!" 4
She was then to attend the service, and following it, she and her attendants were to place an offering on the altar. The purpose of this
ritual was not to indicate guilt or that the woman was unclean, but in
recognition of any weakness, and for courtesy and modesty's sake, so
that none should be offended and perhaps bring misfortune upon the
child.
After some three months in Perth Amboy, Andersen decided that
he should move to New York City, and more specifically, to Brooklyn.
This would place him closer to the piers where trans-Atlantic vessels
docked and would make it easier to carry out both the seamen's mission and the mission to immigrants. Then, too, at that point he was a
bit discouraged as to the future of the congregation at Perth Amboy .
That congregation was organized in August of 1872, and as such, Perth
Amboy was the oldest congregation of the Danish Church in the East.
A number of congregational members had left for settlements farther
west. However, Perth Amboy continued as a congregation, and
Andersen, whose call was to Perth Amboy, continued to serve them,
along with several other congregations and preaching places. In 1887,
Perth Amboy again obtained a resident pastor, Ole Jacobsen, who came
from Denmark and was ordained by Andersen. After Jacobsen came
to Perth Amboy and could give it full-time attention, the congregation began to move forward, and a church was built while he was
there.
The Brooklyn Congregation
The first Danish service held in Brooklyn was held on Wednesday evening, 10 July 1878. For some time after that, services were
held in various homes, including that of Jacob A. Riis. Riis, who was
reluctant to agree with the thought of starting a mission in Brooklyn,
never did become a member of the Brooklyn congregation, but he did
say that he would support and help where he could, and he remained
true to his word. Whether or not Riis was at that time a member of
another congregation is not clear. However, Andersen writes that, at
a later date, Riis and his wife became "faithful members of the Episcopal Church of the Resurrection. " 5
The mission in Brooklyn continued as such, meeting in various
places until 1883when, on Tuesday evening, 17 April, a congregation
was finally organized as Our Savior's Danish Evangelical Lutheran
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Church. The congregation was duly incorporated later that spring.
The organization took place in a rented two-story brick house, the
lower floor of which was used as a small church, with living quarters
for the pastor being located on the second floor. A friend of the congregation had promised to pay the $30.00 per month rent until the
next year. The building was located on Ninth Street, near Third Avenue, in Brooklyn.
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Our Savior's Churchand Parsonagein 1889

In 1884, the congregation was able to purchase that building and
the one next door, which was attached to it. It was able to do so only
because interested parties in Denmark had taken a series of collections and had been able to send $3,000 for the purchase of the buildings. Through the good offices of the Danish Ambassador in Washington, the parliament in Denmark provided an additional $3,000 at
the time the buildings were purchased. This made it possible to do
some necessary remodeling. It was no longer necessary for the pastor
and his wife to live in cramped quarters above the church. Now they
could live on the ground floor of the house next to the church . The
church quarters were enlarged and the facade given a more church69

like look. When the division in the Danish Church came to a head in
1894, the gift from the interested parties in Denmark became a problem, but, as we shall see, it was amicably resolved.
In a tribute to Andersen at the time of his death, A. Thorkild Dorf,
who later became pastor of the church, wrote, "The beginning was
difficult enough, the field of activity colossal in area, and the people's
ability to support a church work was slight, so that in many respects
it became a burdensome work which Pastor Andersen had taken upon
himself. But he was by nature outwardly easily satisfied and at the
same time uncommonly helpful, so he was unusually well fitted for
that work. "6
A Denmark Trip
In 1880, direct passenger service was begun between Copenhagen
and New York by the Thingvalla line. This line was friendly to the
Danish-American mission and particularly to Andersen, who often
visited and aided immigrants who came on the Thingvalla ships.
Accordingly, courtesy of the Thingvalla Line, free passage was arranged for Andersen and his wife. He was to serve as the ship's pastor both on the voyage to Denmark and on the return trip. They left
for Denmark in January of 1881 and returned to New York in May of
that same year. It is in connection with this trip that the first little
book for which Andersen was responsible was published. Actually,
FraBesegeti GamleDanmark("From the Visit in Old Denmark"), published in 1883,is a bound collection of articles that Andersen had written about the trip.
In great detail, he tells of the voyage across the Atlantic, including a scare they had had when, in dense fog, the ship had gotten too
close to the rocky coast of Norway and had rammed against it. Fortunately, the ship was able to make it to a Norwegian port. Here, they
were transferred to a smaller vessel which then took them to
Copenhagen. In similar detail, Andersen tells of their travels in Denmark. He preached in a number of places, and he often cited the text
which he had used. They visited his family, his wife's family, and
many other friends and acquaintances, and made all more familiar
with America and the mission of the church there. He came to the
conclusion that the church in America, particularly the Lutheran
church, in many respects, had an advantage over the church of Denmark. He said he did not therefore wish "to see the folk church of
Denmark ended, but it should be more free of the state compulsion
and oversight." 7
On the heels of this came a second publication by Andersen,
Emigrantmissionen,KirkeligeVejledningforUdvandrere,("The Emigrant
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Mission, Church Guide for Emigrants"), published in 1884. This came
about because the Folk School teacher, Kristian 0stergaard, had raised
a question at the church convention in September of 1883. His question indicated a concern that something be done to insure guidance
by the church for new arrivals in America. Following a discussion of
the matter, it was decided to ask Andersen to prepare a booklet for
the guidance of such persons, who were now arriving in relatively
great numbers. The 120-page paperbound book is complete with many
names and addresses, from those of pastors who would first meet the
immigrant to those of churches and pastors throughout the country
where the immigrant might wish to settle. The first part of the book is
devoted to information which would be of use to those departing
Denmark and to the newly arrived at Castle Garden, the predecessor
of Ellis Island, in New York. The second part of the book presents the
kinds of opportunities that might be available in the various settlements. Most obvious are the opportunities for farmers and farm workers, particularly throughout the Midwest. In addition, some of the
more urban settlements have a need for craftsmen and laborers in a
number of fields. Potential immigrants are urged to purchase this book
and become familiar with it before their departure from Denmark.
Not only will it help them avoid difficulties in New York, but it will
aid them in finding a settlement in which to live and work. More
especially, it will direct them to a church in which they will find kindred spirits from the homeland.
Death of Elisabeth
Dorthea Elisabeth Andersen, the wife of Pastor Andersen, died in
December of 1890. She was thirty-eight years old and had been frail
for some years, finally becoming terminally ill during the fall of 1890.
A memoir of his wife was written and published by Andersen in 1892
under the title, DortheaElisabethAndersen.The book, of some 124 pages,
devotes very little space to her birth, childhood and youth, but beginning with their marriage in 1874, the reader gets a good picture of this
pioneer pastor's wife. She is seen as a homemaker in Waupaca and as
a helpmate to her husband in many ways, traveling with him from
time to time and leading the singing in the church and homes. She
never fully recovered her health following the birth and death of their
only child. Nevertheless, she played an active role in the move to Perth
Amboy and later to New York. Andersen traveled widely in those
years, and she went with him from time to time. In October of 1890,
Andersen returned from the church convention in Manistee, Michigan, and was told by his wife that she had not been well. From that
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time on, it was all downhill. Andersen goes into great detail in writing about the ensuing weeks, ending with her death on 21 December.
In similar detail, he writes of her funeral and burial. There were a
number of pastors present for the funeral, and most of them, including Andersen himself, spoke at the service in the church. He also officiated at the committal service in New York City's Greenwood Cemetery.
Second Marriage and Children
Andersen's wife died just a few days before Christmas, and she
had remarked that she would experience an enjoyable Christmas. For
her husband, it was a more difficult time. However, over the next few
years, there were a number of people who made his domestic life
somewhat easier. Immediately following Dorthea Elisabeth's death,
a family from the congregation moved in with him and gave loving
attention to many things. They were succeeded by others who came
as housekeepers. The last was an older lady, who had some difficulty
because of her age, but who nonetheless managed to keep the parsonage operating on an even keel.
The period came to an end in 1895, when Andersen remarried.
As he puts it, "The Lord gave me a wife on 15 April 1895 [in the person of] Miss Maria Antoinette Wanting. " 8 The marriage ceremony
was performed by his friend and neighboring pastor, Ole Jacobsen of
Perth Amboy. In the sources available to this writer, Andersen gives
no indication of how he and his second wife met. Of his marriage,
Andersen wrote, "Our marriage began brightly, but sickness set in,
and we were happy and grateful that my wife's sister, Emma Nicoline
Wanting, came and was with us. "9
This union was blessed with three children. The oldest, Elisa Maria
Dorothea Wanting Andersen, was born on 28 February 1896. She was
followed by Emma Maren Charlotte Wanting Andersen on 8 February 1898, and finally, by Astrid Signe Margaretha Wanting Andersen
on 26 May 1900. All the children were baptized in the church by their
father. One interesting note is that the mother wore her wedding dress
as she held the first child.
Andersen's wife did not spare herself. She took an active part in
many things. She presided at the organ in the Brooklyn church and
often when they were in other churches. She continued to do so as
long as she possibly could. Nevertheless, she constantly struggled with
poor health. On the advice of a physician, she and her year-old child
visited her parents in Denmark in 1897. She was away for several
months and did not return until October of that year. This meant that
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she could not be present for the celebration of the twenty-fifth anniversary of Andersen's ordination, for which a festive observance was
held in the congregation. Meanwhile, her sister continued to keep
house and, as more children were born, to care for them. The children
came to respect and love their "Aunt Emma."
Maria Antoinette's health vacillated. Another time, she was advised by the doctor to get out of New York City during the summer.
Therefore, she spent some time with friends at New Paltz, some fifty
miles north of the city. She took the youngest child with her, while the
other two stayed in the care of her sister in New York. Andersen came
as often as he could. The stay at New Paltz helped for a time. She
continued with playing the organ at the services, and her singing voice
was loud and clear. Nevertheless, her health deteriorated, and in
November of 1908, she took to her bed. She suffered from diabetes,
and the doctor gave no hope. She did recover sufficiently to enjoy
Christmas in the church. The next summer, she again traveled to New
Paltz, and the children were with her, as was her sister. That August,
a message was sent to Andersen, saying his wife was desperately ill.
By the time he could reach there on 8 August 1909, she had died. Her
funeral was held on Thursday, 12 August, at the church in Brooklyn.
She was buried in Greenwood Cemetery in New York City.

Definite Opinions
Rasmus Andersen had very definite opinions, and he stuck with
them. One of his firm rules was that he would not officiate at a wedding if either party had previously been divorced. Another of his rules
was that he would not officiate at a cremation. Concerning this latter,
his position is set forth at some length in one of his books. At an Eastern District Convention in Lansingburgh, (Troy) the pastors were taken
on a tour of the Oakwood Cemetery. At that time, a large crematorium was being built in the cemetery. Andersen writes that he is well
aware that there are sincere Christians who have risen to the defense
of cremation, but "It is my conviction that there is a close relationship
between cremation and modem heathenism." 10 When the wife of Jacob
Riis died in 1905, Riis had made arrangements for her cremation.
Andersen set forth his view and told Riis that such action would give
offense to many. He was able to persuade Riis that cremation should
not be used and that she should be buried in the usual manner. Riis
then wrote to Andersen saying that there would be no cremation, and
added, "I will not make a stumbling block of myself to my brother.
She, too, would not have liked that." 11
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He also had strong feelings about the use of vestments. On one
occasion, he was invited to speak at a Methodist service but was told
that there was no need to wear a pulpit robe. He replied that if he
could not be vested he would not speak. He was therefore permitted
to wear his robe. One exception to this was when he made a trip to
Denmark with his wife in 1881. Since he was to serve as the ship's
pastor, both going to and returning from Denmark, he did take his
vestments with him. He did know, however, that in Denmark, the
officials of the church would permit the use of vestments only to those
who had been graduated from a university and ordained by a bishop.
Nevertheless, to every place he went to preach he took his robe along
and soon learned that it was pretty much up to the local pastor. If
there was no objection from him, Andersen could wear a robe when
he spoke.
Episcopalian Interests
Rasmus Andersen was very much interested in Episcopalianism.
It is perhaps not too much to say that his heart was in the Episcopal
church, but that he remained loyal to the Danish Lutheran church. As
early as 1880, the Episcopalians sought to persuade him to become a
part of that church's City Mission. He was offered a place to live and
an annual salary of at least $300. If he would accept ordination by the
Episcopalians, the salary would be higher. Of this offer, Andersen
writes, "Nothing has ever been as difficult for me as that [decision]
because it was what I most desired. But what would then be my relationship to the Danish Church?" 12 He seems to have been fascinated
by bishops and would have preferred to have the Danish Church have
apostolic succession, the notion that ordination is passed from one
generation to the next through a bishop. He was high church and
very much aware of ritual.
The late pastor, Jens C. Aaberg, who once had occasion to visit
and stay overnight with Andersen, says flatly that Andersen was a
member of the Episcopal Church. He bases this on a Saturday evening
conversation with Andersen, as they planned the next day. According to Aaberg, Andersen said he would arise early and "Go to my
church first." 13 By "my church," it developed that he meant" All Saints
Episcopal Church, not so far from mine, to which I sometimes go in
order to be present at the early Sunday morning worship and at the
Lord's table." 14 Andersen does also say that, for many years, he has
worked with Danes in the Episcopal church. "For over twenty-five
years," he writes, "I have in addition stood in a friendly working relationship to the Episcopal church, I have used their churches, and in
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the seamen's mission there could not be a more brotherly approach." 15
Despite these comments, I have, however, not been able to find anything in his many writings to indicate that he was actually a member
of the Episcopal church.
A part of the reason for Andersen's great interest in the Episcopal
church may lie in the fact that he was uncertain about the future of
the Danish Church. One day, in talking with Karl Mathiasen, the proprietor of the terracotta factory at Perth Amboy, the conversation
turned to the Episcopal church. Mathiasen said the Danish Church
would die but the Episcopal would not. Andersen seemed to share
this view, saying, "It would be good if our Danish Church would draw
closer to the Episcopal." 16
It should be noted, incidentally, that Aaberg, like so many in the
Midwest and far West, knew very little about Andersen. He did not
know that Andersen had been married twice, that both wives had
died, or that he had three living daughters. This was despite the fact
that Aaberg had been editor of Kirkelig Samler ("Church Gatherer")
for a time, and Andersen was a frequent contributor of copy. Aaberg
was somewhat critical of Andersen's writing abilities, saying, "He
never really learned to write Danish correctly." 17 He remarked also
that it was difficult decipher the things Andersen wrote because his
handwriting was almost illegible.
Historical Writings
Rasmus Andersen was interested in the history of the church in
America, and particularly with the Lutheran and Episcopalian. While
the exact publication date is not known, evidence indicates that about
1882, he announced a series of small volumes, of which the Grand
View College Archives has two, dealing with the story of Lutheranism
in North America. The volumes, which were issued under the title,
Den Evangelisk LutherskeKirkes Historie I Amerika ("The Evangelical
Lutheran Church's History in America"), covered the period from the
beginning in the 1600's to 1880.18 He considers such things as the Dutch
influence in New York, the early churches and leaders, the slavery
question, and the coming of the Scandinavian immigrants. Further,
Andersen has written extensively about the Episcopal Church, and
one of his books is entitled, Den DanskeKirkeog Episcopalkirken("The
Danish Church and the Episcopal Church"). He was also the author
of a fifty-seven page article in volume one of Danskei Amerika,called,
"Danske i Indvandringen til New York og Andre Stetler," ("Danes in
the Immigration to New York and Other Places").
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Work with Immigrants and Seamen
When Rasmus Andersen began his work with the arriving immigrants, he made contact with them at Castle Garden, at the Battery in
Lower Manhattan. Castle Garden had once been a vaudeville theater,
but since the end of the 1850's, it had become a receiving station for
immigrants. In the springtime, when immigration was at its peak, the
agents sometimes had to process as many as 5,000 immigrants per
day. 19 This was a nerve-wracking experience for the newcomers to
America, as well as to the authorities who must register them, and it
is little wonder that details were often either omitted or confused. In
1892, the immigration station was transferred to Ellis Island, and from
then on, Andersen met the immigrants there. Neither place necessitated a long trip for him. In the case of Castle Garden, he could readily
cross to Manhattan, not far from the Battery and the immigration station. The trip to Ellis Island required a short ferry ride from the same
general area to the island in New York City's Upper Bay. In any case,
whether to Castle Garden or Ellis Island, Andersen made the trip often and gave aid to thousands of Danish immigrants during his many
years of service. 20
Immigrants who came from Askov Folk School and other places
with the expectation of becoming pastors in the New World experienced their first contact with the Danish Church in America through
Andersen. Immigrants who decided to remain in New York were given
a helping hand through contact with Andersen. This was particularly
true of young and unescorted girls. Women who were in search of
domestic servants quickly learned to let this be known to Andersen
or his wife. Thus Andersen was able to place many young women in
safe and secure employment. He also found work for men from time
to time. Others, with Midwestern or far Western destinations, were
aided by him to the extent that they were directed to the proper train,
often after Andersen had taken them under his wing for one of more
days. Hundreds of Danish immigrants found in Andersen one who
not only could speak their language, and who could guide them
through the intricacies of a very large city, but who knew something
of the land from which they had come and something about the area
to which they were going.
The work in New York often involved those who were returning
to Denmark, either for a visit or to remain there. This was particularly
true of the pastors of the Danish Church who generally visited with
the Andersens, often for several days, before boarding a ship bound
for Denmark.
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If the immigrants found a friend in Andersen, the seamen did
also. Danish-born seamen often experienced his kindness and helpfulness. There were other seamen's pastors in New York, and all had
the same purpose, which was to provide spiritual help to seamen who
were far from home and family. Andersen, for example, conducted
services on board ships and invited the seamen to come to his church.
In addition to church services, reading rooms and other facilities were
provided for those seamen who were in New York for a few days.
This work received some support from the church in Denmark, as
well as from the Danish Lutherans in America. As in the case of the
immigrants, the seamen found in Andersen one who was familiar
with their background and the city in which they found themselves,
as well as one who was sympathetic to their needs.
His work as pastor to the Danish seamen also gave Andersen access to the Brooklyn Naval Yard. Here there were some seamen of
Danish background, and he could minister to them. On a couple of
weekday evenings each month, following the service led by the chaplain, Andersen spoke in Danish to the Norwegians and Danes present.
He was also active in the Seamen's Church Institute. This was a large
building in New York City, located close to the harbor, and so arranged
that the various nationalities could have services for the seamen of
their nation. Germans, Norwegians, Spanish, as well as Danes and
some others were represented there. During the First World War, when
the use of foreign languages was forbidden, the pastors often sailed
out to Danish and Norwegian ships, where they held services and
had coffee, after which Andersen could return home in time for an
.
.
everung service.
A number of the members of the congregation served by Andersen
were former seamen. Some of them found their wives in that congregation and settled in New York. One of them had supplied a ship
which hung in the church. Through his work as seamen's pastor,
Andersen also made some notable contacts with ship owners and others in important positions. It was, for instance, because of his contacts
with the seamen that the Thingvalla Line provided transportation for
him and his wife to Denmark in 1883. In recognition of his work with
the immigrants and with the Danish seamen, Andersen was named a
Knight of Dannebrog by the king of Denmark in 1905.21
Works of Fiction
Two works of fiction are credited to Rasmus Andersen. The first,
published in 1897,was a story about the Episcopalian and the Lutheran
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Churches. It was called Bispegaarden
i Oklahoog PrcEstehuset
i Utah("The
Home of the Bishop in Oklaho and the Pastor's House in Utah"). Actually, the first few pages are a free translation of a story that Andersen
had read. This short story ends with a question to which Andersen
then supplied the answer and further developed a plot. The whole
book is well over 200 pages in length.
The plot concerns an immoral act by a theological student who
later becomes an Episcopal bishop. By chance, he again meets the
woman involved, learns that he has a son, begs her forgiveness, marries her, and is forgiven by his people. He and his wife later become
parents of a daughter who eventually falls in love with a theological
student. The problem here is that he is a Danish Lutheran. Nevertheless, he is welcomed into the bishop's family. After his ordination, he
becomes a pastor among the Mormons in Salt Lake City. In this novel,
Andersen has been able to combine his interest in Episcopalianism
with his devotion to Danish Lutheranism and his undying opposition
to the Mormons.
The second of Andersen's digressions into the field of novels is
called Den ForcEldrelese
Margrethe("The Orphaned Margrethe). It was
published in 1902. It has to do with Danish immigrants to America
and is based on the experiences of Jacob A. Riis. The sixty-six page
book is dedicated to Riis in recognition of his work with the poor over
many years and for his twenty-five years of friendship with Andersen.
Withdrawal and Reinstatement in the Danish Church
The $3,000 given to the congregation in Brooklyn by interested
parties in Denmark was to be a gift to that church as long as it remained a part of the Danish Evangelical Lutheran Church in America.
A document was signed and sent to Denmark to this effect. Later,
when the division came in the Danish Church in 1894, and neither the
Brooklyn pastor nor the Brooklyn congregation signed the new church
constitution indicating continued membership in the Danish Church,
this document became a bone of contention. 22 Lawsuits were threatened, but eventually the threats were withdrawn. Meanwhile, F. L.
Grundtvig visited Brooklyn and offered a compromise. He suggested
that the congregation remain in the Danish Church, but that it could
retain the services of Pastor Andersen even though he had not signed
the new constitution. Whether the congregation agreed to this at that
time is not clear, but, in any case, this is what happened, and the matter was ultimately resolved.
When the Danish church divided in 1894, Rasmus Andersen was
unhappy about the situation and tried not to become involved in it.
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He did not sign the constitution, with the result that technically he
did not remain a member of the Danish Church. Indeed, for a time
Andersen was a member of the so-called North Church and, consequently, for a time was a member of the United Danish Lutheran
Church. However, when the Danish Church adopted a new constitution more to his liking, Andersen withdrew from the United Danish
Church and in 1905 was received back into the Danish Church. 23
Though Andersen often sought to bring peace to the warring factions
and was by no means a Grundtvigian, he and his church were generally viewed as such. As a result, an Inner Mission church was begun
in the Bronx in 1895.
The Eastern District
For years, Andersen had labored for the Danish Church virtually
alone in the Eastern District. There were a few congregations and a
number of preaching places that demanded his attention. Gradually
this changed, especially with the coming of Ole Jacobsen to serve
nearby Perth Amboy. Resident pastors were obtained in a number of
congregations including Lansingburgh (Troy), Hartford and Bridgeport in Connecticut, Portland in Maine, Sommerville, Massachusetts,
and another congregation, Trinity, in New York City. Preaching places
still had to be cared for, but now there were more to share this burden, and Andersen did not have be to on the road as much as formerly.
Memories of Baptims
Daabsminder("Memories of Baptisms") was published in 1912. In
it, Andersen relates some of his many experiences connected with
baptism. He visited Penn Yan and Dresden in Yates County, New York,
quite often. There was no congregation of the Danish Church there,
though later, the United Danish Church became active in that area.
Here, at a service in the spring of 1891, Andersen baptized sixteen
children, and in the evening of that same day, he baptized one more.
In this book, he also tells of breaking up a potential fight between
two men in the church on the occasion of the baptism of a child . The
two men were at odds over the woman who was the mother of the
child. The man who was restrained by Andersen later thanked him
because he realized that he might have received a sentence of ten years
in prison. In recounting this event in some detail, Andersen remarks,
"Some terrible scenes can occur in connection with baptisms and weddings, even in the house of the Lord." 24
On more that one occasion, Andersen was called upon to baptize
children in the presence of their father's or mother's coffin. He tells of
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wading through heavy snow to baptize five children of four families
on a Christmas afternoon. Regarding home baptism, Andersen says,
"I do what I can to have children baptized in the church, but I do not
dare to say no to a baptism at home. There it can be beautiful or it can
be uncomfortable." 25
One home baptism he tells of took place in a Norwegian home
not far from the church. Everything gave evidence of poverty and
wretchedness. The child was obviously dying. The mother was crying, and another woman and a man were present. The mother insisted upon holding the child herself, though she was in no condition
to do so. Supported by the table and the wall, the mother held the
child. She was so taken up with her cries that she did not realize she
should reply to the questions. Instead, the other woman and the man
replied. At first, Andersen felt she was ill and might faint, but when
the baptism was completed he realized she was thoroughly drunk. 26
Rasmus Andersen also baptized a number of children at the
seamen's mission, the children having been born at sea. In his book,
HerrensHus ved Alfarvej,Andersen has compiled statistics for each of
the many years he served. The data indicate that, in the period 1878
until 1923, Andersen baptized more than 3100 children and adults.
Emeritus and Death
Andersen became pastor emeritus on 8 June 1924, and his resignation became effective on 24 June of that same year. He was succeeded by Pastor P. J. Petersen, who came from Denmark with his
wife specifically to relieve Andersen . The work of seamen's pastor
was to be fulfilled by Erik M. Back. The latter was ordained in Brooklyn by the Synod ordainer, Pastor Peder Kj0lhede . The Synod President, Pastor Haakon Jorgensen, was also present on that occasion .
Andersen, who was beginning to feel his age, moved from the
home he had occupied for forty-one years to what he calls a "pleasant
but temporary home" on Brooklyn 's 78th Street. Here he was to spend
his remaining days . On 23 July 1928, Pastor Andersen became eighty
years old, and suitable festivities were observed . He died in 1930 and
is buried in Greenwood Cemetery in New York City.
In a memorial tribute to Andersen, Pastor A. Thorkild Dorf, who
at that time was the pastor at Our Savior's in Brooklyn, wrote, "Pastor Andersen has been in poor health for a number of years, but he
was not one of those who called attention to himself by talking about
his many infirmities." 27 And again, "Pastor Andersen was tireless,
always on the go because he took his work seriously and never tried
to get out of something. "28 Referring to Andersen 's many writings ,
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Dorf went on, "How he found time to write, I'll never know, but he
was a very industrious man who always worked." 29 He points out
that Andersen never earned anything from his publications.
Andersen had not wished that there should be numerous or
lengthy talks at his funeral. Accordingly, only Dorf and an old Episcopal friend, Dr. Lacy, spoke; the latter after he had read the Episcopal Church's burial ritual.
A year later, on 23 August 1931, a group headed by Pastor Dorf,
gathered in Greenwood Cemetery to unveil a memorial gravestone
and to present it to the Andersen family. Dorf's words on that occasion are a final and fitting tribute to the old pastor. He said, "For the
old pastor, it was his life's desire to serve our Lord with diligence.
This he did, and in such service, he felt himself rich."3()
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